Text A (easier reading level - the text is amplified to explain word meaning)

Who discovered magnets?

There is an old Greek legend (story) about magnets. An old shepherd named Magnes was herding (looking after) his sheep about 4,000 years ago in a place called Magnesia. People say said that both the metal nails in his shoes and the metal tip (end) of his staff (stick) became stuck to the large, black rock on which he was standing. He couldn't move. This sort of rock was later named magnetite, after the place Magnesia or the shepherd Magnes.

Text B

What is a compass?

A compass is a lightweight magnet in the shape of an arrow or pointer that is mounted on a very low friction pivot point. Earth acts as though it has a giant magnet deep inside with the south pole end of the magnet at the geographic north pole. When you hold the magnet in your hand the arrow will point north, attracted to the north pole of the earth.

Text C

Who first used a compass?

Hundreds of years ago Chinese sailors used pieces of the rock magnetite, made into needles, to help them find their way if they became lost. A piece of magnetite, which is like a bar magnet, when freely suspended, comes to rest pointing in a north-south direction The Earth is like a giant magnet and behaves as if there is a very big magnet in the centre.

