Mr L's Student Notes:

It's the beginning of the year and Mr L has 3 sources of student information:

    * School-wide testing at the beginning of the year. His students are around the norms for reading and writing, although there is quite a large tail (the ESOL students). Mr L assumes these students will find the academic language of the classroom a challenge - but he will need to collect his own data on this.

    * A questionnaire given at school entry on home languages. Most of the ESOL students can communicate socially in L1 and the parents speak in L1 at home sometimes, but caregivers say that academic talk in L1 and reading and writing in L1 does not happen.

    * Exploratory activities tell Mr L that all the learners have some prior knowledge of magnets and how they work.

What information should a school gather on language proficiency in L1 and L2? How can you access this school-wide data? What specific data do you need to gather? What does this data mean for your learners?

