The Big "C"

Formative Assessment Task

A special effect

Unit Standard 12420, version 3

Read transactional written text closely (Level 2: 4 credits)

Conditions:

    * Formal test conditions

    * Done individually.

    * Closed book

    * Dictionaries may be used. 

Name: ____________________________________

Teacher: ____________________________________

Date: ____________________________________

Instructions: Fill in your name, teacher's name and date above in the spaces provided. This assessment task is to be used with the New Zealand Listener article entitled A special effect by Pamela Stirling. Read the article carefully and then answer all questions in the spaces below.

1.1

   1. What is a main idea in this article? Write this in your own words.

   2. Which part of the text gives you this idea in 1.1a? Put quotation marks ("...") around the phrase or sentence that you choose. 

1.2

   1. Why is this main idea significant (important)? You must link your answer to a social, historical, personal, cultural, physical, historic or political context. Write in your own words.

   2. Give a relevant piece of text in quotation marks ("...") to support the answer you gave in 1.2 a. 

1.3

      Language Features

      Choose THREE of the following features. For each feature give an example from the text AND explain what effect it has in the text. (In other words say why the author decided to use that feature.)

      Imaginative descriptive language

      Example The writer uses this because

      Emotive language

      Example The writer uses this because

      Metaphor

      Example The writer uses this because 

1.4

Structure of the Text

      This is a magazine article which recounts some important events in the life of Cameron Duncan. Describe ONE feature that is typical of this kind of article. For this feature give a quotation from the text and explain why the article has this structure.

      Feature Example Why does the article have this structure?

