Freeze-frame Characters

General Strategies to Support Vocabulary Learning

Learning vocabulary is the primary task set for the ESOL student. The teacher introduces new words and uses lots of repetition. New words need to be linked to personal experiences and concepts, and the students need to associate the new word with a mental picture. Using a multi-sensory approach when introducing new words is helpful to students. Some strategies to assist with the introduction and repetition of new words in this unit:

    * students learn songs with gestures to introduce new vocabulary;

    * teacher reads shared books with new and repeated vocabulary;

    * students bring objects and pictures from home to add to an interest table, the teacher uses word cards to name the objects and the class model vocabulary by discussing the objects;

    * students make a mind map or family tree to introduce new words such as grandmother, great aunt, cousin;

    * teacher deliberately and frequently recycles the new words (for example, in sentences when talking to the students and in concept maps);

    * students make cards with new words and simple meaning on the back (in Level 1 if appropriate) and keep these in a box for self-study.

