Money Matters

Key Words

The following words (used in this unit) have a specific meaning when used in a mathematics context. As each term is introduced care must be taken to define its specific 'maths meaning'. Remember, understanding of these definitions cannot be assumed until the students have used the words themselves. The teacher must ask questions that prompt the student's use of these words in their reply. Some suggestions follow:

	Word

	Maths meaning explained

	grouping (in tens) 

	Show a 'ten holder', for example, for CDs, an egg carton with 2 spaces removed (any receptacle with ten spaces).

Demonstrate a complete group (full) and an incomplete group. 

An alternative is to create a 'dollar note' with shadow spaces for 10 x 10cent pieces. 

Sample question: Which of these is a group of 10?

	collections (of ten) 

	Show more than one of the 'ten holders', show that 'this is 3 collections of ten' etc. 

Sample question: How many collections of ten is this?

	positions
	Position can be demonstrated using letters within a word. This is a useful start point as many students are familiar with reading words 'left to right'. Start with numbering the letters 1,2,3,4 etc. 

Sample question: What is the letter in the 3rd position? 

Move on to naming the positions 1s, 10s, 100s, etc. 

Sample question: What is the letter in the 100s position?

	values 

	Value is determined by position. Once students can identify position (e.g. this is the 100s position) then face value can be multiplied by position to give true value. 

Sample question: What is the face value of the number? What is the position? etc.

	decimal
	Known 'deci' words provide landmarks to aid in understanding of the word decimal: 

Decade, decibel, decimetre, *decimate. 

*to decimate is to punish (usually an army) by killing every tenth man. This is no longer recommended as a school discipline system!

	placement 

	Place(ment) is similar in meaning to position. A teacher can explain one in terms of the other by saying "..place or position".

Sample question: Place this in the correct position.

	sort
	The verb sort means to arrange by category. The concept is grasped quickly by verbal labelling of a demonstration of sorting. 

Sample question: Sort these into colours for me.

	altogether 

	The adverb altogether means 'with all (of that group) counted'. Use the word deliberately in the grouping demonstration.

Sample question: How many Xs are here altogether?

	left over 

	Left over and remainder are virtually synonymous, understanding of both can be achieved by a single demonstration - any that do not fit into the 'ten holder' are said to be left over. 

Sample question: How many are left over?


