Graph and Table Writing

Assorted background teacher notes

This is a draft paper (October 2000) and feedback will be appreciated.

    * For the purposes of this paper all formal writing using pie charts, line and bar graphs, tables and data is referred to as "graph writing".

    * Teachers should be aware of evidence that strongly suggests that the teaching of "structure" in reading and writing (literacy) Calfee & Patrick (1995), Taka (1997) lifts the overall ability of students to perform.

    * Graphs, tables and maps are featured in several learning areas (literacy, numeracy, information skills) of the 'New Zealand Curriculum Framework'.

    * The New Zealand Curriculum (Crooks, Flockton, 1999) discusses such terms and skills as "identify, locate, gather, store, retrieve, process, recognise, analyse".

    * The four-step process is only a suggested model and can be modified or adapted to suit the individual or group needs of students. The process can be shortened or lengthened to suit the perceived and observed (reaI) needs of your students.

    * The structures in place are generally aimed at students from a non-English-speaking background. However, teachers can adapt the format to teach graph writing to all students in mainstream classes.

    * The structures are suitable for senior high school students studying science, commerce, mathematics, and social sciences.

    * It is important to note that not all subjects or topics require a paragraph writing response to "graph" interpretation. Some subjects require only one or two sentences. Teachers should identify the skills needed for their particular subject (and/or level) and develop techniques, skills and practices accordingly.

    * This course is a suggested guide only and ideal for students studying towards the IELTS exam.

    * Teachers should explore the "language" of graph interpretation with students. Key vocabulary should be examined, used and developed. It should not be learned in an isolated, passive manner but in an active, useful way.

