Kiwi Identity

Cultural Identity

What makes up a person's culture?

Students need a large (at least A3) sheet of paper each to create a comprehensive Character Web of - themselves.

   1. In the centre they place an image representing them - a photo, drawing, symbol.

   2. Next, they identify SIX key aspects of their culture, aspects that are really important to them, and arrange them around the central image. Illustrate each aspect. (Some possibilities.)

   3. Reflect, think about - how did these six aspects become part of your cultural identity? Who or what did you learn them from? For each aspect draw in the person or organisation or event that introduced you to, taught you about, this part of your culture.

   4. In small groups, or as a whole class if that is appropriate, students use their Character Webs to explain how they developed their cultural identities.

   5. Still in their small groups, the students rank the factors that played an important role in teaching them about their cultural identity from greatest impact to important but... 

Possible responses include:

Parents; brothers and sisters; cousins; grandparents/elders; (family); church; friends; school; specific teachers; media - television, radio etc; sports events; cultural events; performing at a cultural festival; reading a book or books; going to a movie or play; celebrating a festival; learning about an historical event; dawn parade; meeting a hero; having visitors from another country which helped you think about your way of doing things.

