Structure

Structural Suggestions

   1. Find a Focus

      There is no need to include every detail, every aspect in your narrative. Your story will have more appeal if you select a key moment, a particular character, a particular scene, a moving, scary or exciting moment, a turning point or climax and make this the focus of your story rather than everything associated with the incident.

      Think of whole incident or event as a video:

          * put the video in the machine and push play

          * fast forward over the boring bits

          * pause on the interesting bits

          * magnify these parts on a huge screen - these are the parts you should concentrate on as they are what will provide your story with its real meaning, insight and interest for the reader. 

   2. The Title

      Ensure your writing has a title which achieves some of the following as appropriate:

          * captures the "heart" or main idea of your story or a key characteristic of an important person in it.

          * suggests the setting in time and/or place

          * intrigues the reader, making them curious enough to want to read into the story

          * shocks or surprises the reader so that they want to read into the story

          * uses language which appeals to the reader's emotions

          * suggests action or excitement 

   3. The Opening

      Think about the opening sentence (see the UCLA collection for some truly awful examples and Tearaway suggestions for some more useful ideas.) Rewrite so that it shocks, intrigues, leads the reader in.

      Perhaps immerse readers in the action by beginning with the climax or the most exciting moment, (eg. "The thrust of the engines pinned me to my seat", rather than "I woke up, had breakfast and went to the airport for my holiday in Queensland"). Then you could provide the necessary background details for the reader (but think about whether the details really add to the story). Perhaps you'll find more traditional type scene setting is appropriate.

      Find out more from On Writing - Great Beginnings, Nigel Hinton's Opening Sentences and How to Open Without a Bang.

   4. Point-of-view

      Try re-writing a section from the third person point of view if it is written from first person. What happens? Does this allow for more objectivity and honesty? Or if it is written from the first person, try re-writing a section from the first person.

      Discuss the impact of the changes in peer groups.

      Find out more from On Writing - Point of View.

   5. Sentence Structure

      Often we get repetitive in our use of sentences and this can make our writing tedious. Look at these sentence patterns and imitate several in your own writing.

