Cohesion activities

a) Noun verb relationships: ‘Who or what does what’
Find the verb in the text. Write down the subject (who or what) before the verb and the object of the verb. The first one has been done for you.

1. Line 8  ……Right whales……..  
live  
..the surface of the ocean
2. Line 9  ………………………….  
venture
 ……………………..

3. Line11  …………………………..
share 

………………………

4. Line 12 …………………………  
have 

………………………..

5. Line 15 …………………………  
are found 
 …………………………

b) Pronoun referencing

Who or what do these pronouns refer to? 

The first one has been done for you.

	1. They (line 8)

	Right whales

	2. They (line 13)
	

	3. These (line 15)
	

	4. These (line 18)
	

	5. they (line 22)
	

	6. it  (line 34)

	

	7. it (line 36)
	


c) Conjunctions commonly found in information reports

	Adding another idea
	and, furthermore, besides, also, similarly, in addition, additionally

	Saying when / time
	when, before, after, subsequently, until, while, within, then, first, finally…

	Giving examples
	for example, such as, for instance

	Cause - effect
	because, since, thus, as a result, so that, I  order to

	Giving an opposite
	but, although, despite, yet, whilst, however, never-the-less, whereas

	Exclusion
	instead, rather than, on the contrary


Complete the table below

	Word
	Relationship
	Alternative word
	The 2 things that are connected

	1. whereas  

(line 22)
	
	
	a………………………………….

b………………………………….

	2. whilst

  (line 23)
	
	
	a………………………………….

b………………………………….

	3. When

  (line 33)
	
	
	a………………………………….

b………………………………….

	4. Within

  (line 34)
	
	
	a………………………………….

b………………………………….

	5. until

  (line 36)
	
	
	a………………………………….

b………………………………….


d) Lexical cohesion: the repetition of key words and synonyms 

In the text the ‘Right Whales’ all of these words mean the habitat of the right whale 

· the water






· the ocean

· temperate seas

This is known as a word chain. It uses synonyms, words with the same or similar meaning.




Look at the text. 

List all the nouns and noun phrases that mean a right whale calf. 

Include any adjectives and articles or other determiners that are used.

The first one has been done for you.

	The gestation period of the right whale is about 12 months and the mother usually has only one calf. When the calf is born, the mother uses her flippers to help it swim to the surface for its first breath. Within 30 minutes of its birth the baby whale can swim. The newborn calf is about 4.8 to 6 metres long. The baby is fed its mother's milk until it is about one year when it is weaned.




1. one calf 




2…………………………….

3…………………………….


4…………………………….

5. …………………………..

