
The pathway to reading 
Linking word recognition with language comprehension
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Language comprehension
Ready to Read Colour Wheel

• Background knowledge
• Vocabulary
• Language structures
• Verbal reasoning
• Literacy knowledge
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Word recognition
Ready to Read Phonics Plus

• Phonological awareness
• Decoding
•  Sight recognition
•  Letter knowledge
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Learners build their word recognition fluency as they use the Phonics Plus books. When they move to Colour Wheel books, they use their word recognition skills, 
and the emphasis shifts to developing language comprehension. Together, word recognition and language comprehension underpin children becoming skilled readers.

Published 2021 by the Ministry of Education, 
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, 
New Zealand.

www.education.govt.nz

Copyright © Crown 2021. All rights reserved. 
ISBN 978-1-77690-049-7 (print).

Replacement copies may be ordered from Ministry of Education 
Customer Services, online at www.thechair.co.nz by email: 
orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz or freephone 0800 660 662. 
Please quote item number 90049.


