
My monster’s name is Megabyte,

his manners are quite rare.

He has enormous hairy hands,

five bloodshot eyes, ten yellow fangs –

but likes to dine with candles and

a table and a chair.

When he gobbles up his dinner,

I’m happy to report,

he holds a napkin in his tail

to wipe his tusks and claws and scales,

he clears his plate and never fails

to use a knife and fork.

Greg O’Connell

9



Megabyte
by Greg OʼConnell

Text copyright © Crown 2020

Illustration by Hannah Hageraats copyright © Crown 2020

For copyright information about how you can use this material, go to:  
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2020 by the Ministry of Education,
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz

All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 1 77669 932 2 (online) 
ISSN 2624 3636 (online)

Publishing Services: Lift ducation E Tū
Editor: David Chadwick 
Designer: Liz Tui Morris
Literacy Consultant: Melanie Winthrop
Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione Curriculum learning area English

Reading year level Year 4

Keywords etiquette, humour, language, manners, 
monster, poetry, rhyme, rhythm, table 
manners, verse 

SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 2 MAY 2020

School  
MAY 2020

Jou nal

9

My monster’s name is Megabyte, 

his manners are quite rare. 

He has enormous hairy hands, 

five bloodshot eyes, ten yellow fangs – 

but likes to dine with candles and 

a table and a chair.

When he gobbles up his dinner, 

I’m happy to report, 

he holds a napkin in his tail 

to wipe his tusks and claws and scales, 

he clears his plate, and never fails 

to use a knife and fork.
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