
I am small, 
but within me
I hold great taonga,
waiting to be shared.

All I need is wai, hihi rā,
onemata, and wā.
Then my taonga is free,
and I begin to grow. 

I am kai.
I am hāora.
I am tipu ora.
Green and precious life!

Kelly Joseph

Ka-kano

Glossary
hāora oxygen

hihi rā the sun’s rays

kai food

kākano seed

onemata fertile soil

taonga treasure

tipu ora budding life 

wā time

wai water
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Author’s note
This poem was inspired by the Māori proverb:

Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu – although small, it is precious.
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