Assessment for English Language Learners: Some Options for Placement, Diagnosis and Funding
This resource should be read in conjunction with key MOE publications:  ESOL Funding Assessment Guidelines, Progress Assessment Guidelines and the English Language Learning Progressions.  Further information about many of the tools listed can be accessed at http://toolselector.tki.org.nz/Assessment-areas . Note that the sources given are sometimes a place to find an example and many of these assessment tasks can be created by classroom teachers for their own learning contexts.  Links to online resources have been included wherever possible. Further details about published resources are included in a reference list at the end. The most commonly used and recommended assessment tools are highlighted
Vocabulary 

	Assessment Tool
	Notes
	Source

	Bilingual Vocabulary Levels Tests receptive
	Bilingual tests for the 1000 and 2000 word lists are currently available in nine languages: simplified Chinese (PR China and Malaysia), traditional Chinese (Taiwan and Hong Kong), Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Thai, Tagalog, Samoan and Tongan. These tests have a multiple choice / matching format. In each question, learners match three meanings with target list words from a bank of six. A general test guide for marking purposes is provided. Available in a zip file of scanned vocabulary resources.
	Paul Nation, Victoria University in zip file at
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx 



	Assessing sight recall / reading and pronunciation of high frequency vocabulary
	Learners are asked to read a list of high frequency words (from the 126 or 300 word lists). The teacher records responses by ticking the word or recording exactly what learners say. This provides insights into sight reading of this basic vocabulary, phonological knowledge, knowledge of blends in different positions and word attack skills / strategies.  A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.24

Also in Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix B

	School Word List: Basic 1: 535 words

receptive
	This test has a multiple choice / matching format. In each question, learners match three meanings (1-5 words long) with target list words from a bank of six. 
	Print copies are available from Julie Luxton, ESOL Advisor Secondary at julie.luxton@canterbury.ac.nz 

	The 1000 Word Little Language Vocabulary Test receptive
	This receptive test has a multiple choice / matching format limited to the first 1000 words. In each question, learners match three meanings (1-2 words long) with target list words from a bank of six. 
	Print copies are available from Julie Luxton, Secondary Facilitator ELLs at julie.luxton@canterbury.ac.nz

	Vocabulary Level Test: 1000 Words
receptive
	This test has a multiple-choice format. Learners read short simple sentences containing target words, a few of which have visual support, and decide whether the statements are True, False or Not Understood.  This can be administered orally to assess listening vocabulary as well. Two equivalent test versions are available.
	http://www.lextutor.ca/tests/  
or Paul Nation, Victoria University in zip file at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx 

	Vocabulary Levels Test: 2000 – 10,000 Words + UWL
receptive


	Receptive tests are also available for the 2000, 3000, and 5000 word lists and for the University and 10,000 word lists. These tests have a multiple choice / matching format. In each question, learners match three meanings (1-9 words long) with target list words from a bank of six.  Two equivalent test versions are available. The 5000 and 10000 VLTs must not be used with secondary ELLs, unless they are already very proficient in English.
	http://www.lextutor.ca/tests/ 
or Paul Nation, Victoria University in zip file at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx 

	Vocabulary Levels Test Productive
	Productive tests are available for the 2000, 3000, and 5000 word lists and for the University and 10,000 word lists. These assess learner ability to use words from these lists by inserting them into cloze sentence contexts given 1-3 initial letter clues. Three equivalent test versions are available. Although designed for ELLs, the productive VLTs are difficult, as expected because it takes time for receptive vocabulary to move into productive use.  The recommendation above also applies here. 
	http://www.lextutor.ca/tests/  
or Paul Nation, Victoria University in zip file at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx

	Vocabulary Survey 
	This assesses reading vocabulary at five levels, based on Dickie’s four School Word lists (Basic 1000 – 3000) for Levels 1-4 and the Academic Word List (Elley and Campion) for Level 5.  These tests have a multiple choice / matching format. In each question, learners match three meanings (1-13 words long) with target list words from a bank of six.  
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit 

Section 4C



	Vocabulary Size Test Receptive 
	There are two VSTs which measure the learner’s total reading vocabulary size up to 14,000 or 20,000 word levels. The test has a multiple choice format and a sentence context using target words is provided.  Bilingual versions of the 14,000 VST also available in Korean, Japanese, Mandarin, Russian and Vietnamese.
	Paul Nation, Victoria University (2007) at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx


	Burt Word Reading Test Receptive
	This standardised NZ reading test assesses learner ability to recognise and read a list of 110 words printed in decreasing size of type and graded in approximate order of difficulty and converts to an appropriate academic reading age. Designed for native speakers of English from Years 1 - 6 and those at risk in Years 7-8. 
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines p.28. Download  Burt (1974) at http://www.academicedge.co.nz/academic-tuition-karori.html 

	Burt Spelling

Productive
	This standardised NZ spelling test assesses learner ability to spell a list of 110 words of increasing levels of difficulty and converts to an appropriate academic spelling age. Designed for native speakers of English from Years 2-8. . 
	

	Schonell Spelling Test
	This NZ spelling test assesses learner ability to spell a list of 100 words of increasing levels of difficulty and converts to an appropriate academic spelling age.
	This test can be downloaded  from
http://www.academicedge.co.nz/academic-tutors-upper.html 

	Test of writing vocabulary in L1
	The learner is instructed to write as many words in his first language as he can in 10 minutes. He is then asked to read the words aloud. This allows teachers to find out about a learner’s vocabulary knowledge for immediate recall, reading fluency and confidence. If a speaker of L1 is available, more information can be obtained about print discrimination and behaviour. 
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students 

Appendix C


Oral Language: Speaking and Listening

	Assessment Tool
	Notes
	Source

	Personal interview
	This assesses learner ability to understand and respond to questions, their use of interactive strategies, the range of their productive oral vocabulary and sentence structures, grammatical accuracy, coherence, fluency and pronunciation. Questions can cater for a range of levels.  They can be limited to familiar contexts, eliciting personal information, or they can be extended to more academic contexts to assess curriculum knowledge and discussion skills. Sample questions at two basic levels are available. The more basic interview questions are accompanied by an assessment guide for determining proficiency at four levels in understanding questions, fluency, language control and intelligibility. It is particularly useful for new learners at the start of the year to find out about their background, interests and educational goals. It is useful to record the interview for analysis.
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit

Section 1

	Listening to follow key vocabulary and follow classroom instructions
	Learners listen to key words which are tangible or clearly visible items and/or keywords in language chunk or word group, and indicate understanding by either touching or pointing to the item.  A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.3

	Listening to follow classroom instructions
	Learners follow a simple set of instructions commonly used in the classroom. 
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit Section 5 


	Dictation
	Simple dictations of five to six sentences are a useful tool to assess the listening and writing skills of learners. These are particularly useful for new arrivals. 
	Dictation: Practical Ideas

p.6

	Dictation with picture support
	A simple dictation can be administered after showing a picture, possibly with a title and some keywords, to learners. 
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit:
‘The Coconut Crab in Nuie’ Section 6

	Picture dictation
	Learners follow instructions to complete a drawing. The drawing can be simple or complex to cater for different levels of English proficiency. A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit     Also in:  Dictation: Practical Ideas pp. 28-33
Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.3-4 and in
Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix E.

	Graded dictation
	Graded dictation tests assess listening (and writing) vocabulary. These include five paragraphs of increasing difficulty, delivered at an increasing speed, with longer dictated chunks. Only selected words (from the 500 to 6000 word lists) are marked. An assessment guide is provided. Four equivalent graded dictation tests are available.
	Different test versions can be accessed in Dictation: Practical Ideas and in Nation (2001) and Nation (2008) 


	Listening for specific information
	Learners listen to a short talk and fill in information in a partially completed table.
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit: ‘The Long March’ Section 7

	Describe a picture or picture series
	Learners can describe orally a clear, culturally appropriate picture or series of pictures. This assesses their range of productive oral vocabulary and sentence structures, grammatical accuracy, as well as oral fluency, coherence and pronunciation.
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix I for some pictures.

	Record of oral vocabulary
	Learners are asked to say as many words as they can think of in three different contexts: (1) general (2) either an interest area or a topic recently studied in class (3) a less familiar topic or context or the next topic to be studied in class. Teachers record the words as they are said, with annotations. A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy pp.8-9



	Record of oral text
	Learners are asked to talk about a topic from either (1) or (2) above. Teachers record what the learner says - in writing or with a tape recorder - with annotations. A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.11

	Record of oral language (RoL)
	Learners listen to up to 10 sentences (statements and questions) of increasing length and complexity and are asked to repeat each sentence exactly as it was said. RoL sentences at different levels of complexity are available.  A recording sheet is available. Ideas updated and extended in Clay (2007)
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.12-16. Also in Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students
Appendix D 

	Tell Me
	This is an adaptation for older learners of an assessment tool in the SEA (School Entry Assessment) kit. It can be used to diagnose strengths in oral language. The teacher reads a simple text with pictures (about 12 sentences long) to learners, discussing it as she does so. Then she asks 3-4 questions and asks the learner to retell the story page by page. Scores are given for sentence structure, vocabulary and understanding of text organization, describing events etc. and comprehension. A recording sheet is available.
	See Progress Assessment Guidelines pp.32-34

	Informal observation
	Learners can be observed interacting in a range of situations e.g. whilst following instructions, undertaking curriculum-specific tasks in class
	


Reading 

	Assessing alphabetic phonological knowledge and awareness 
	Learners are asked to name the letters of the alphabet as they are shown to them. They then say what each letter sounds like and say a word they know which starts with each letter. The teacher records notes on any unknown letters or sounds, confusions and letter to word correspondences.  A recording sheet is available. Based on Marie Clay’s Early Detection of Reading Difficulties (1985).
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.23
Also in Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix A

	Assessing sight recall, reading and pronunciation of high frequency vocabulary
	Learners are asked to read a list of high frequency words (from the 126 or 300 word lists). The teacher records responses by ticking the word or recording exactly what learners say. This provides insights into sight reading of this basic vocabulary, phonological knowledge, knowledge of blends in different positions and word attack skills / strategies.  A recording sheet is available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p.24
Also in Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix B

	Reading sentences with visual support
	Learners are given a set of sentences each with three pictures and they have to tick the appropriate picture for each sentence.
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix F

	Reading Comprehension Tests
	Reading comprehension tests based on four School Journal texts (Parts 1-4) ranging from Years 3-10 (NZC Levels 2-5) are available. Tests include 5-6 questions which assess basic understanding, application, inference and personal response. Interpretation of scores to establish reading comprehension levels is provided.
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit  Section 3

	Running records
	The learner reads aloud while the teacher records exactly what the student reads or does. After completing the record the teacher scores it. Through observation, scoring, and interpretation, the teacher gains an insight into a student's reading behaviours and strategies.  Running records are mainly used until a student becomes a fluent reader. Running record analysis sheets are available.
	Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy pp.24-25
Using Running Records (MOE video)

 

	Diagnostic Reading Tool
	This test is based on the NZ MOE English Language Learning Progressions (ELLP). It uses ELLP texts and short answer questions to help teachers place learners on the reading progressions.
	Available from the ESOL Online TRE 

	ERT Secondary (draft)
	The ESOL Reading Test (ERT) draft is in three parts of increasing levels of difficulty. Designed to find out specifics about learners’ reading strengths and weaknesses, ERT assesses four key reading skills for ELLs viz. reading for main idea, reading for specific information, pronoun reference and guessing word meanings from context. Texts have been sourced from ELIP, school journals and Years 9-11 learning area textbooks, with reading ages of 7 -16 years and have been analysed for the purposes of placement on the ELLP Stages 1-4. 
	ERT is still in its draft form and the author is keen for schools to trial the tests, which she will mark and analyse for teachers. Available from Julie Luxton, Secondary Facilitator ELLs at julie.luxton@canterbury.ac.nz

	Graded Readers
	Extracts from graded readers at a range of levels can be used to assess reading vocabulary and comprehension. This is particularly useful for planning an extensive reading programme. An interactive placement test designed to find readers’ levels is available at CUP English Readers. 
	Graded readers are available from a range of publishers: CUP, OUP , Macmillan, Penguin, etc.

	Cloze Tests


	20 fixed ratio cloze passages, with every 7th word removed, based on journal texts. Reading ages of texts range from 6½ to 12 years. A guide for interpreting cloze scores is included.
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix G

	
	Linda Todd’s cloze tests designed specifically for ELLs. Deletions have been specifically selected to test a range of linguistic knowledge including lexical and grammatical structures. Texts are sourced from ELIP, school journals and curriculum textbooks. The tests follow an increasing rage of complexity based on ELLP reading stages 1-4.
	Using Cloze Tests to Assess the Reading Needs of EAL Learners

at ESOL Online Assessment Tools

	An Informal Prose Reading Inventory
	Seven texts are provided. The teacher takes a running record as the learner reads. The child then retells or answers questions on the text. This procedure allows the teacher to find out about reading behaviours and comprehension and to ascertain an approximate reading level. Based on Holdaway (1990). 
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix H

	Informal Prose Reading Inventory 3
	This resource includes non-fiction texts at eight levels ranging from reading ages 6-7 to 13-15.  The procedure is as described above. 
	Handy Resources / Sharp Reading 

	asTTle / e-asTTle 
Assessment Tools for Teaching and Learning
	A standardised reading test designed for native English speakers in Years 4 -12 (NZC Levels 2 - 6). E-asTTle descriptors are aligned with English achievement objectives. asTTle is not suitable for ELLs in the early stages of English language acquisition. ELLs would need at least two years of English medium instruction before they could do the test independently
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines p.18-19

	PAT*

Progress Achievement Tests

	A standardised test assessing reading vocabulary and comprehension in Years 4 - 9. PATs are not suitable for ELLs in the early stages of English language acquisition. ELLs would need at least two years of English medium instruction before they could do the test independently.
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines p.26

	STAR*
Supplementary Tests of Achievement in Reading

	STAR assesses word recognition, sentence comprehension, paragraph comprehension and vocabulary in Years 3 - 9. In years 7 - 9 it also assesses learner knowledge and understanding of the language of advertising, and reading different genres or styles. STAR is not suitable for ELLs in the early stages of English language acquisition. ELLs would need at least two years of English medium instruction before they could do the test independently.
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines p.20-21



	PROBE*

Prose Reading Observation, Behaviour and Evaluation of Comprehension

	PROBE uses running records along with comprehension questions and/or oral retelling. It includes a set of graded texts with open-ended questions assessing literal understanding, inference, vocabulary, evaluation, re-organisation and reaction. Designed for native speakers of English, this test could be used to measure the progress of ELLs.
	See also PROBE Manual Samples and

Progress Assessment Guidelines pp.24-25

	ARBs

Assessment Resource Banks

	These assessment resources are based on reproductions of visual and written texts. Questions test aspects of comprehension, vocabulary meaning and effect and surface feature purposes. ARBs texts are useful for ELLs, although the content of lower level tasks is inappropriate for older beginners. Teachers need to register from the home page to use the ARBs. It’s very simple and worthwhile!
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines pp.22-23

	Neale Analysis of Reading Ability
	This test is designed for native speakers of English aged 6-12. It assesses reading accuracy and basic comprehension, with an emphasis on word attack.
	See also Progress Assessment Guidelines p.28

	TORCH Tests of Reading Comprehension
	This is a set of twelve graded texts (fiction and non-fiction) designed in Australia to assist teachers of students from Years 3-10 (Victoria) in their assessment of students’ reading comprehension skills. Each test comprises a reading passage and an answer sheet, which resembles a cloze passage. 
	

	DELTA

Diagnostic Tests of English Language Ability

	This is a diagnostic test designed by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) for newly arrived migrants from Years 9-11. It includes tests of listening announcements, instructions, lessons, social interaction, reading matching and labelling, information transfer, reading comprehension, information detail, word, phrases and drawing inferences and writing report, argumentative essays, choice of tasks, annotated student works tests.  It comes with a manual.
	These tests can be purchased from the publisher ACER.


Writing and Grammar
	Quick writing 
	Learners are asked to write for no more than ten minutes on a self-chosen or assigned topic or a picture stimulus.
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students
Introduction

	Writing samples
	At least two – preferably three – writing samples on different topics should be collected for analysis. Van Hees suggests that these include one or two paragraphs (1) a self-chosen topic (2) a curriculum area topic already covered or a context familiar to the learner or an interest area (3) a more demanding curriculum topic not yet covered which would require more specific academic and/ or specialized language. Writing recording sheets with analysis boxes are provided.
	See Diagnostic Oracy and Literacy p. 37 and recording sheets pp.44-52

	Picture stimulus writing 
	Learners write a text based on a picture or picture series appropriate to age and cultural background.  This assesses their range of productive written vocabulary and sentence structures, grammatical accuracy, as well as writing fluency and coherence. 
	Assessment Procedures for New Settler Students

Appendix I has some useful pictures.

	Dictation
	See dictation, dictation with picture support and graded dictations in the Listening and Speaking section above.
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit Section 
Dictation: Practical Ideas



	Writing based on listening for specific information
	Learners listen to a short talk and fill in information in a partially completed table. They then use the completed table as a source for a writing task. 
	Diagnostic Assessment Kit: ‘The Long March’

Section 7 



	asTTle and

e-asTTle*

	asTTle (Assessment Tools for Teaching and Learning) also assesses learner writing in relation to curriculum objectives at levels 2-6. asTTle writing analyses can be useful for teachers of ELLs.
	See Progress Assessment Guidelines p.18-19

	PRETOS 

Proof-reading Tests of Spelling
 
	PRETOS assesses the spelling strengths and weaknesses of learners. The test is normed for native speakers of English aged 7-13, so age scores will not be relevant for ELLs. The scores could guide teachers in choosing texts at appropriate reading levels.
	See Progress Assessment Guidelines p.27


Some General Placement Tests 
Note:  Placement tests can be used for a quick initial screening of English language learners, but must be supplemented with a range of appropriate assessments for each skill.
	Oxford Placement Tests
	The OUP CD-ROM version tests students in listening, reading, and grammar, through a selection of multiple-choice questions. 
	Available from OUP English Testing.

	Oxford Online Placement Test
	This OUP Online Placement Test can be used as a quick general measure of English language ability. It has two sections – Use of English and Listening.
	Available from OUP English Testing.

	Quick Placement Test

	This tests students in reading and grammar through a selection of multiple-choice questions. There are two equivalent versions of this test which can be downloaded. There is also an online version at 
	Download Version 1 and Version 2.

	MacTest
	MacTest is a computer based testing programme designed in NZ specifically to evaluate ESOL students for placement purposes.  MacTest is a one-hour online test with five sections assessing reading comprehension, vocabulary, syntax, spelling and grammar.  
	Available from Manukau Computer Services Ph 09 263 8048 or email sales@mancomp.co.nz See demo at www.mancomp.co.nz.
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