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	Overview


	This unit is written for secondary English language learners to develop their reading and inquiry skills as a scaffold to NZ Curriculum learning area achievement objectives.  It focuses on developing topic-specific vocabulary, reading for information and questioning skills.

	Learning Outcomes

 (What do my students need to learn?)

	What are my students’ current strengths and learning needs?
Use previous reading assessments (e.g. asTTle or PAT scores, ESOL unit standard assessments, PROBE assessments, vocabulary levels tests, formative assessments) alongside The English Language Learning Progressions (ELLP) reading matrix to establish the level at which students are working and their current strengths and needs. The unit includes activities designed to ascertain what learners already know about the topic. 



	Curriculum Links
	Assessment Links

	Learning area:  English (ESOL)
	Students are formatively and summatively assessed using a short answer vocabulary and knowledge test.

Reading skills could be linked to 

Unit standard 2986: Read information texts in familiar contexts (ESOL), level 2, version 7 . 



	Focus:  Written language 
	· 

	English: Reading

AO L3: 

Ideas

Show a developing understanding of ideas 

within, across and beyond texts
	· 

	English Language Learning Progressions:

Students will be working at ELLP stage 2. 
	· 

	English Language Intensive Programme:  

The language features and text complexity

focused on relate most closely to ELIP stage 

2.
	

	Learning area achievement objectives:

Social Sciences: Identity, Culture and Organisation
AO L3 : Understand how groups make and implement rules and laws 

Also some basic understandings  preparatory to:

AO L5: Understand how systems of government operate 


	

	Key Competencies: all five with particular emphasis on:

Using language, symbols and text:  to ask questions and use ICT to access, interpret and record written information

Thinking:  to actively seek knowledge and develop understanding and reflect on their own learning


	

	Specific learning outcomes

Students will be able to:

· understand some basic facts about the NZ system of government 

· identify the parties in NZ 

· identify current leaders in key positions in NZ
· know how to vote in NZ 



	Language learning outcomes  



	Key vocabulary:

democracy, parliament, the government, political parties, Members of Parliament (MPs), opposition, to vote, a vote, a polling booth, election day, an election / to elect, a ballot box, to represent, an electorate, a list MP, a general election, a coalition government, the Prime Minister, the leader of the opposition


	Language:

understanding keyword definitions

reading for information

identifying closed and open questions

asking open questions to access information

using  question forms 

	Suggested Duration 
	2-3 weeks

	Teaching and Learning 

(What do I need to know and do?)

	Teacher background reading:

Principles of effective teaching and learning for English language learners
Effective teaching in social studies
Vote! The NZ Electoral System 


	Select from, adapt and supplement the teaching and learning tasks below to meet your students’ identified learning needs. 




Learning Task 1 
Expected time frame: 3-4 lessons

Teaching and learning purposes

These learning activities are designed to activate the prior vocabulary knowledge of students and to build their understanding of topic-specific words. See activating prior knowledge for more information.  Students also read a written text for specific information.

Ensuring learners know the content and language learning outcomes

· Share the learning outcomes, including language learning outcomes, with your students, for example:

· I know and understand some keywords about government 

· I can read to find information in a text

· I know some basic facts about the NZ government

· Ask students to complete the ‘start of the unit’ column in the learning grid. 
Finding out about learners’ prior knowledge

1. Activating prior knowledge 
· Brainstorming:  Give students one minute to write down as many words as they know about government (or democracy). Put the students into pairs - they say their words to each other. Each student writes down any new words and explains their words to their partner.

Find out what students already know about the system of government in their own countries. 

Giving learners many opportunities to first notice then use new language

2. Pre-teaching key vocabulary

· Ask students to draw the Definition Table (Word 39KB) . Students attempt to write their first definition and then confer with a partner to discuss and check meanings. 

· Read the words in scrambled order and ask the students to tick / number each word as they hear it. If the word is said twice the student ticks the word twice. 

· Ask students to read the text (Word 24KB).  Students highlight the words from the definition table that are in the text. Give the students time to revise some of their definitions. 

· Cut up the terms in the definition table and the definitions (Word 43KB) . In pairs or small groups students match the words with the definitions. 

· Bingo: Ask students make a bingo board with twelve squares. As you call out the definitions, students cross them off their boards. The first person with all words crossed out is the winner.

· Ask students to finish revising their definitions. 

3. Reading to learn about NZ’s system of government

· True or false?  Ask students to read the following statements and decide whether they are true or false. Note that this could also be done in pairs as a pre-reading task or anticipatory reading guide, with students reading the text to check their answers.

· In NZ you must be 21 before you can vote. 

· Sometimes two parties join together to form a coalition. 

· Members of parliament represent an electorate. 

· A list MP represents an electorate. 

· In a democracy people vote. 

· The governing party in NZ runs the country for four years. 

· Each party is made up of a group of people with the same ideas. 

· Matching: Ask students to read the following statements and match them with the paragraphs in the text. 

· The leader of the governing party is the Prime Minister. 

· Sometimes two parties join together to form a coalition. 

· Members of parliament represent an electorate. 

· A List MP does not represent an electorate. 

· In a democracy people vote. 

Grouping sentences:  Cut the sentences into strips. The students sort the sentences into groups of related sentences and give each group a heading.

Planning the learning tasks so that all learners are actively involved
4. Reading to learn about NZ’s political parties
· Ask students to draw up the chart (Word 28KB) of New Zealand's political parties. 

· Ask students in pairs to use the websites below to find information about the parties and their leaders and enter this information onto their charts. Students use the table to make simple statements about the parties and their leaders. Each pair then shares their findings with another pair of students. These sites should be bookmarked.

· Labour 

· National 

· The Greens 

· Act 

· United Future 

· New Zealand First 

Use the information on the bar graph to draw a pie chart to show the different parties that make up our parliament. 

Ask students to find out which of the political parties have coalition agreements with the governing party and the opposition party. 

Help students achieve the same explicit learning outcomes with differentiated levels of support

Variations for extra support

· Complete the chart and make statements for one party as a class.

· Use the jigsaw reading strategy with expert groups working on one party each. Provide expert groups with teacher support, as required. 

Include opportunities for monitoring and self-evaluation

5. Reviewing student learning

· Ask students fill in the structured overview  On the Democracy Road (RTF 4MB) to check their knowledge of key vocabulary. Students should fill in the words they know and then use notes and /or dictionaries to add those that they do not yet know.  Provide a completed overview for students to check their answers.

· Ask students to complete the Revision Quiz (Word 31KB) to check their knowledge of basic facts about the NZ government. Students should see what they remember and then use their notes to answer other questions.  Note that students are asked to suggest where they could look to find out any facts they do not know.

6. Reflection

· Ask students to complete the ‘middle of the unit’ column in the learning grid.

· Ask students to write down answers to the questions below and share their responses with a partner:

· How did I find information I needed in the texts and websites?

· What problems did I have finding this information?

· Collect students’ written answers to inform next steps for learning.

Learning Task 2

Expected time frame: 2-3 lessons

Teaching and learning purposes

These learning activities are designed to 
Ensuring learners know the content and language learning outcomes

· Share the learning outcomes, including language learning outcomes, with your students, for example:

· I know how laws are made in NZ.

· I know how to vote in NZ.

· I can read for information in a text.

· I can record the steps in a procedure in visual form.

 1. Reading to learn how laws are made and how to vote
· Divide the class into two groups. Ask each student to read one of the online texts below, with each student making dot and jot notes about the steps in each procedure:

· The New Zealand legal system 

· How to vote 

· Ask students to work with a partner who has read a different text. Each student listens to and records each other's information about the steps in each procedure. They then transfer the steps for each into a visual form, such as a flow chart or a chain diagram. 

2. Role-playing to understand how to vote

·  Set up in the classroom as a polling booth. Equipment required:

· table 

· a ballot box 

· ballot papers 

· polling clerk 

· class list 

· ruler and a pen 

· a voting paper. 

· Use a digital camera to record the steps of the voting process, so that students can put the pictures into a flow chart. If the images are put onto the school intranet, they could be dragged into the students' own folders so that this activity can be completed digitally. The students write a sentence about each photo to record the steps in the voting procedure. 

Help students achieve the same explicit learning outcomes with differentiated levels of support

Variation for extra support

Provide the following sentences to match with the photographs:

· Many polling booths are set up at schools. 

· Voters give their name to the issuing officer. 

· The issuing officer finds the voter's name on the register of voters and puts a line through it. 

· The issuing officer gives the voter a voting paper. 

· The voter goes to one of the private voting booths. 

· The voter casts one vote for the political party the voter prefers and one vote for the candidate to represent the electorate. 

Include opportunities for monitoring and self-evaluation

Reflection

· Ask students to complete the ‘end of the unit’ column in the learning grid.

· Use completed learning grids to inform further learning steps for individual students.

Learning Task 3
Expected time frame: 2-3 lessons

Teaching and learning purposes

These learning activities are designed to teach students how to use open questions as a pre-reading skill to facilitate access to specific information. 

Ensuring learners know the content and language learning outcomes

· Share the learning outcomes, including language learning outcomes, with your students, for example.

· I understand the difference between closed and open questions

· I can write open questions

·  I can use open questions  to find information in a text
Providing many opportunities for authentic language use with a focus on using authentic language

· Using open questions
· From the news, (newspaper, radio, TV, internet) ask students to find at least two items about the leader of a country (photograph, cartoon, video news clip, news story, taped radio item). Ask students to write a heading for each item. 

· Explain to students the difference between closed and open questions. See Open and closed questions for more information and examples. 

· Ask students to complete the identifying closed and open questions task.

· Ensure that students are familiar with a range of question forms to ask open questions. These typically begin with what, why or how. See Simple guide to asking questions in English for grammatical information about question forms.

· Ask students to write four open questions about the news item. Students should check that the questions cannot be answered by yes/no or single word answers.  They should also provide answers to each question.

· These news items and questions can then be used as resources in small groups or with the whole class, as appropriate. 

Help students achieve the same explicit learning outcomes with differentiated levels of support

Variations for extra support

· Model the activity using a news item about a NZ leader. 

· Provide some possible question starters e.g. What does the leader say about…?  Why does the leader believe that…? How does he think that the government can…?

Include opportunities for monitoring and self-evaluation

Reflection

· Use the RIQ  (Recall, Insights and Question) strategy to encourage student reflection and monitor their learning. Ask students to:

1. recall three things from this lesson sequence 

2. write down two insights or ideas received during the lesson sequence
3. write one question that they still have. 

· Students can share what they have written with a partner.

· Use student responses and questions to inform next learning steps.

Assessment and Evaluation

(What is the impact of my teaching and learning?)

To demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary and basic facts about the NZ Government, students could complete the following formative assessment tasks.

Formative Assessment Task 1

Students complete the structured overview On the Democracy Road (RTF 4MB) to assess their understanding of key vocabulary. Students must not use class notes or dictionaries.

Formative Assessment Task 2

Students complete the cloze exercise about the NZ Government. Students must not use class notes or dictionaries.

After these formative assessments, students should check their answers using class notes and/or dictionaries to self-assess and identify areas they need more help in.  Teachers can use students’ responses in formative assessment to identify where further teaching and learning is required and to provide specific feedback.

To provide an opportunity for students to transfer their learning to written and oral language, students could write or present their own information report about the NZ government and write or present a procedural text about how to vote or how a law is made. 

Students who need increased challenge could work in groups to find out about the system of government in their own countries and compare and contrast this with the NZ system. This could be summarized in a Venn diagram and/or communicated to the class as an oral presentation.

Having identified evidence of students’ learning progress, reflect on how effective the chosen teaching approaches and strategies have been. Plan to build on what worked well and to address any less effective areas.

Summative Assessment 

When students are ready, they can be summatively assessed by completing the short answer test.  Question 2 could be adapted to make it more specific and relevant to the political context at the time of the assessment, for example, by using the names and and/or photographs of current political leaders for students to match with party names. 

Note that answers to Question 2 in the assessment schedule need to be inserted for the current political situation in NZ.

