On the Democracy Road

New Zealand's Political System

The group of people that is in charge of a country are called a government. NZ has a system of government called a democracy. In a democracy people over 18 years of age can vote for people to represent them in parliament. These people are called Members of Parliament or MPs.

New Zealand is divided into areas that are called electorates. Every electorate has one MP. This is the person who has won the most votes in their electorate. There is a second type of MP. This person is called a List MP. List MPs gain their place in parliament according to the percentage vote for their party over the whole of New Zealand.

The New Zealand parliament is made up of different parties who all have different ideas and opinions about things that are best for New Zealand. Every three years New Zealand has a general election and people vote for who will be the government for the next three years.

The party that gets the most people elected to parliament becomes the New Zealand government. The opposition party is the party which is placed second. Sometimes parties have to make coalition agreements with other parties to form a majority government. 

