
Melanie

This is what you’re doing, that ‘students will use their writing to think about, record, and communicate experiences, ideas and information’. So that’s really what you’re wanting them to do in this context, isn’t it?

Kelly
Yep.
Melanie

Is it more, which? It’s probably more about communicating experiences.

Kelly
Experiences, because they’re not going out and getting information. They’re using the information they already have to communicate an experience that they imagine might be happening. 

Melanie

Okay. And just run your eye down those bullet points at the bottom about the features of the text that we would be expecting at year 5 and 6.

Kelly
Well, certainly the content, the grammar, the sentences. We’ve certainly done work around sentences, and making sure they sound right and how do we use sentences in different ways to add interest and add detail…and the vocabulary, that was one of the things we were talking about. How do we use really interesting vocabulary that is relevant to the purpose.
Melanie
And there’s that second part of the sentence there for that first bullet point that says ‘content that is usually relevant to the curriculum task and includes detail and/or comment supporting the main points’. So that’s precisely what you’ve been talking about. 
Kelly

…as a need in the class is certainly to add that extra detail. 

Melanie

So let’s talk a little bit now about then what might be the differences between a student’s piece of writing that’s more closely aligned to year 5 than one that’s more closely aligned to year 6.

Kelly
I would think complexity. So, I would expect a year 6 to maybe choose some more complex ideas, complex vocabulary, something that shows a bit more maturity in their writing. Perhaps a year 5 might be a bit more beginning, middle, end-ish, whereas, perhaps at year 6 they’re able to be more creative in their layout of a story. That the words they use would be more…you would see progress as far as maturity and language choice…Structure of sentences…I’m hoping, you know, I would love to think that all the year 5s could make those interesting sentence structure choices, but by year 6 I would certainly be expecting them to make those more consciously. 

Melanie
And all of those things that you’re talking about really relate to what is talked about down the bottom down here, in the small print, which is really about the level of control and independence in selecting those writing processes and strategies. So, to write in more complex ways, more complex information, ideas, whatever, their language choices and sentence structure, that’s all about the deliberateness and the knowledge that they’re bringing. 
Kelly

Yeah. 

Melanie
Okay, so that’s the big picture in terms of where you’re going with this. Let’s have a look at the progressions. So this is really when you’re thinking about the teaching and the learning. Looking at the progressions is going to help you think about that more precisely, I think. 

Kelly
Yeah, because certainly in the progressions they talk more about things like spelling, and spelling rules, and using more mature, more complex ways of working out how to spell more tricky words, more complex punctuation. I got a lot of information out of here about the surface features of writing...It explains it really well. It talks about revising and giving themselves feedback and that’s certainly something that we continue to work on, where they’re looking at their writing and using what they know about language choices and adding that detail and how can they go back and change their writing to include some of those things…One of the things we’ve looked at, is that they’re not adding as much detail as I would like them to. And I think, when I look at their planning, perhaps there isn’t enough information at the planning stage to really support them to add that detail. What’s happening in the beginning, the complication, the characters, the setting. I really want them to think about that at the beginning and I’m hoping that will support them to add that detail if they go through the story. 
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