
Melanie

If we look at this illustration here, which is of the bottle submarine, it’s actually from the standards, and it says ‘The student describes, in sequence, the process undertaken by her group…although she has used the time connective “then” somewhat excessively’. So in other words…she hasn’t quite got control over something. And that’s the sort of thing that we would be looking for, that would be telling us about the differences between year 7 and 8. If we look at what the year 8 writing is doing, we see a different language coming through in the description of student behaviours as well. We see statements like ‘each main point is supported with elaborating examples’. Even though this is persuasive writing, it’s about the deliberateness with which the writer is using these strategies and processes. So, and the same down here, here’s a student, similar to what your students are doing, reflecting on her learning and she’s using her proficiency as a writer to analyse the effectiveness of her own writing. So that’s what we were talking about, the proficiency with which you can use your writing, for a particular purpose. 
Martin

It’s…from the year 8 standard that ‘each main point is supported with elaborating examples’, and that’s what some of these year 8 writers have done, not so much in their main points, but they’ve put their research, and if I say that that’s their main point, they’ve then elaborated with a personal reflection on its usefulness or…so for me, I would look at that as an indicator of more confidence with their writing. Down the bottom here ‘After doing some research on this topic I decided it would be difficult to form a project on this’. So there’s that…this person hasn’t just left the research as the finite piece of writing. She’s added that comment to it. 
Melanie

Yeah, she’s pulled this piece out, hasn’t she, from the website. She says, ‘The website says it’s possible to replace normal flour with this…’ with this gluten she’s referring to. The detail that she’s adding is actually her own reflection, or her own analysis of the website is telling her. 
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