
Melanie
Do you think that content is something that you need to focus on to reinforce in this particular study?

Martin

For anyone who’s done these types of projects before, they’ll know that getting the idea, the suitable idea, the one that’s got depth and scope, to get those deeper analysis and questions happening, that’s the key thing…that’s the difficulty, that’s the teacher’s great challenge is to generate those big ideas right at the start. 

Melanie

So, if we look at the standard at year 8, is there anything there that for you seems to be more important for the type of writing that you’re gong to be asking the kids to do. 

Martin

‘Words and phrases that are appropriate to the topic’ – I’d like to see some of the technical language that we’ve done earlier on in the session come through. I’d expect the kids to be using hypothesis and aim, method, that sort of language. That’s that ‘academic, and subject-specific vocabulary’.
Melanie

Yeah.

Martin

I think ‘content that is concise and relevant to the curriculum task’, the concise part is important for this reflective diary – it needs to be concise and it needs to be relevant. 
Melanie

So, let’s have a look at the literacy learning progressions at year 8. Is there anything here that stands out as being important to focus on. 

Martin

They need to understand the purpose for writing and how to achieve that purpose. So that seems fundamental. It’s hard to imagine that people can write if they don’t know why they’re writing. 
Melanie

What would you be looking for that’s different from your year 7 students from what your year 8 students are writing? 

Martin

Well, it’s a difficult question. I think in many cases it’s an individual case-by-case basis. But in general terms, I would expect the writing of year 8 students to be, well to have more depth, more complexity and the vocabulary would be, I would hope, more sophisticated. 
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