Writing Ideas and Planning for Term 1 Weeks 1-5….

I have recorded some key ideas/points below…..these are a mixture from Harry Hood, Effective Literacy Practice, Writing advisors and Jane Macdonald!!!

The role of the Junior school is to teach children to write…we want them to be able to put their thoughts fluently on paper.

Learning to write is a developmental process.

Students need explicit, direct instruction that makes visible what writers need to know and do.

Conveying meaning must be paramount in writing.

Demonstration and modelling are 2 powerful strategies.

Teachers must use a variety of approaches to teach writing.

ELP(Effective Literacy practice) Yrs 1-4,102-109 explain these approaches.

Good writers re-run and self correct when they lose meaning. This self correction is called revision.

The reason for teaching a process is to improve a product. A successful process should turn out a quality product. If the product is poor, the teacher needs to return to the processes. 

The time to identify probable error is at the time of writing, not going back to hunt for errors after the writing is complete.

Sound it, underline, check it later strategy….Identification of attempted words and checking approach has to be taught and be consistent school wide. These words when self corrected should form the basis of any learning lists used.

Although the process of teaching children to sound sequence spelling may seem like a daily grind, there are no shortcuts.

The teacher’s role is to remind children where certain words may be found. The philosophy is self-help, not teacher supply.

More able language users also need opportunities to verbalise their writing. A routine where children discuss their picture with their neighbour and say what they are going to write seems to help chdn organise their writing.

If children at the end of Year 3 understand that:

· Writers write to convey meaning.

· Writers make their meaning clear through revision(add on, take out, change.)

· Writers will develop a system of spelling.

· Writers will know and use some print conventions. (Fullstops etc.)

· Writers will develop motor skills that enable them to write quickly and efficiently.

…and they are able to write a personal recount, make observations and comments about their world (descriptions of people,places….), write a simple personal letter and retell a known story, a sound learning foundation has been established.

Good writers are continually engaging in dialogue with themselves. They talk backwards and forwards to themselves first as the story teller, then as the story reader. They adjust and add meaning. They look for the word and the phrase that will best convey their meaning. They self-conference. 

Encourage children to ask questions of writing. When you model a story….get kids to ask….who ,what ….etc and then later this can become part of a partner conference.

What will this look like at writing time Term 1 10?

Some suggestions below for what the writing hour may look like.

If you haven’t already got writing groups…. I would suggest that would be a good thing to set up. Base your groups on Level1i/level 1ii etc….so that each group can have a more specific target….4 groups max….so…..writing might look like this.

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Whole class modelling of story..teacher to talk aloud process of deciding on topic,drawing picture, sounding words….etc. (Rms 7,8)

Whole class modelling in Rms 6,9,2,10,13,14 may look more like Harry Hoods newsboard idea…..written recording of a student’s news and focus on surface features/word study etc. (10-15 mins)
	All children to write independently for 15 mins….teacher can see where they are at with no scaffolding.

	Set groups 2,3,4 to write.

Teacher works with group 1….shared writing then they continue independently. (10-15 mins)
	Set Groups 1,3,4 to write.

Teacher works with Group 2
	Groups 1,2,4 to write.

Teacher works with group 3
	Groups 1,2,3 to write.

Teacher works with Group 4
	

	Teacher works with group 2….whereever they up to 

(10-15 mins)
	Teacher works with group 3
	Teacher works with Group 4
	Teacher works with group 1.
	

	In the last 10 mins…a chance to see the kids in group 1 especially on Tues/wed when you haven’t worked with these guys as they are probably your most needy. 

In Room 8 this is when I would be doing my spelling notebook kids.

If you have a teacher aide in your room at writing time…they could either target specific kids or have a group timetable as well similiar to yours.
	


When working with the second group each day, you could either work on from where they have got to in the time you were working with the first group…so an expectation here that in that 10-15 mins, they would written at least 1/2sentences depending on group.

They could read what they have written in pairs and ask questions…

Or you could have a group modelling book that you work in when you work with each group and you do shared writing in here with the particular focus. Or interactive writing..where children in the group are involved in scribing a common text. Pg 107 ELP Yrs 1-4.

The over-riding learning intention is…

WALT: become quality writers.

Remember Learning Intentions are about what we want the students to learn, not what you want them to do.

Learning Intentions can cover a range of abilities and a number of lessons.

And the what this will look like/success criteria will come out of the level 1i/level1ii etc outlines, own class samples of quality writing at a particular level and you could use the NZ exemplars as well.

Success criteria are what we(students and teachers) are looking for at the end.

Within a week, children might have “free” choice of writing topic on some days, e.g Monday and Friday, but the feedback could still be related to the idea of a sentence or two and what that needs, with the animal/place idea being on Tues, Wed, Thurs.

We will be revisiting basics and raising expectation for children to take responsibility for ensuring their writing is quality writing. (Surface features)

Week 1: WALT: become quality writers

             WILF: Children who can… write a simple sentence (Level1i) This could be broken down further with the students. What will it need to have …a capital letter etc…

                                          …write 2 or more sentences on a single topic.(Level 1ii)

Decide on a topic and talk the kids through this process….I am thinking about what I will write about today….when kids are emergent writers…encourage them to draw themselves doing something. Then verbalise the process. As part of the modelling process, encourage children to ask questions of your writing. Also model underlining of attempted words to check later.

When giving students feedback remind them we are learning to be quality writers and what it looks like at each level.

Week 2: WALT: become quality writers

            WILF: Children who can… write a simple sentence (Level1i) This could be broken down further with the students. What will it need to have …a capital letter etc…good tries at unknown words….initial and final sound recorded.

                                          …write 2 or more sentences on a single topic.(Level 1ii) Good tries at unknown words with all the dominant sounds recorded????

When modelling, this week, focus on the sounding out and recording of the letters in each word….depending on the level of your kids…..it will be initial sounds/final sounds/all dominant sounds in order. Make sure kids know about the vowels and model how wnt is not a good try because every word has to have a vowel in etc…..

Week 3: Choose some writing that the children have completed in the last week, use class modelling this week to begin to rework it…..start with punctuation….then spelling….  the attempted spelling should be underlined as children write…model where children might be able to find the correct spelling..class word wall/notebook/dictionary etc depending on level on kids.

Week 4: Continue as above….with focus on punctuation and spelling tries…if you have a word wall in your room, the expectation would be that the words that are able to be found in class,(or in their notebook) will not be spelt wrongly in their writing. They could do this independently and then with a buddy, especially Year 2 able writers and above. Being able to share their writing with another, gives purpose for their writing because their buddy is an audience.

Week 5: Model reworking to improve writing. 

“To improve any piece of writing, a writer must be ruthless in adding, deleting, changing and moving words during revision. Good writing is about putting the best word in the best place.”  Dianne Bates

Maybe use some ideas like….

· Find the right word…  Use some writing from your class, highlight some words and kids to work in pairs to substitute words for those highlighted….maybe an intro to the Thesaurus for those ready. 

· Vary sentence structure….try writing sentences in different ways…adding more information. Join short sentences…not using and

· Replace the overworked words… 

We will discuss how this is going at Syndicate meeting in Week 4 and decide where to next.

Let me know your thoughts and bring ideas/suggestions to syndicate meeting or email them.

Cheers

Jane

