In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

'Journey' – summary

Try this 'dictogloss' activity to help students to understand and remember the summary.

Instructions:

   1. Read the following passage twice at normal speed while the students listen (they don't write anything at this point).

   2. The teacher reads the passage a third time at normal speed and while the teacher is reading, the students write down as much as they can as quickly as they can. They should try to write key words and phrases only at this point.

   3. In pairs, the students compare and discuss the individual notes they have made and together try to reconstruct the original text that they heard.

   4. Two pairs of students join together to make a new group of four. Again they compare and discuss their notes to try to reconstruct the original text.

   5. Show an OHT of the summary and get the students to compare their summaries with the original, pointing out variations that make sense or language difficulties. 

Journey is the story of an old Maori man who lives in a country town with his extended family. He loves the land where he lives like an old friend and wants his family to keep living there after he dies. He wants the land to be subdivided into sections for his family, so that they can each build their houses. At the beginning of the story he is positive and optimistic about the journey that he will take by train from his hometown into Wellington to see a young pakeha councilor about having the land subdivided. When the old man arrives, the councilor tells the old man that the land cannot be subdivided because it has been set aside for other development. He tells the old man that his family will be given equivalent land in another place. At the end of the story, the old man returns to his home, feeling tired, old and despondent.

