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E hē toe eva tautahi lele ia Tagi —
heiloga kua iei ni ao.

3

Kāfai ia Tagi e fano fai alili
i luga o nā akau,
e kaukau tona ataata.
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Kāfai ia Tagi e fano ki te falekoloa
oi kaumai ni falaoa fou,
e fano foki ma tona ataata.
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Kafai ia Tagi e fai māpuga,
e fai mea pepelo tona ataata!
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I te tāeao pōpō lele,
ka ko heki tā te taimi o te ākoga,
e tatau ke fafaga e Tagi nā puā.
Ko tona ataata paiē e hē fehoahoani lele.
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Tēnei kua fano te pō,
kua momoe uma te kāiga
i nā tāinamu,
kae nofo mai lava te ataata ō Tagi.
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E nofo loa ia Tagi
ki luga i te mālama o te māhina,
oi hau tona ataata.
Muhumuhu atu ia Tagi,
“Tā momoe loa, Ataata,”
ma toho e kilāua te kiekafu
ma tatao o lā ulu.
“Toe feiloaki i te tāeao.”
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Tagi never needs to be alone – 
unless the clouds come.

3

When Tagi goes out onto the reef
to look for turban snails,
his shadow has a swim.
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When Tagi goes into the shop
to get fresh bread,
his shadow goes, too.

5

When Tagi plays marbles,
his shadow cheats!
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Very early in the morning,
before it’s time to go to school,
Tagi has to feed the pigs.
His lazy shadow doesn’t help.

7

Even late at night,
when all the family are asleep
under their mosquito nets,
Tagi’s shadow is still there.
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Tagi just sits up 
in the bright moonlight,
and his shadow comes.
“Let’s go to sleep now, Shadow,”
Tagi whispers,
and they pull the sheet
over their heads.
“See you in the morning.”
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