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‘Oku mau ngāue‘aki 
‘a e lea e tolu ‘i ‘api.
Ko e me‘a ni‘ihi pe
‘oku fai ‘i he lea ‘Ingilisí .
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‘Oku lea faka-Ha‘amoa mai
‘ema fa‘ē.
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Pea lea faka-Tonga mai
‘ema tamaí  kia kimautolu.
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‘Oku mau ma‘u ha ngaahi tohi
‘i he lea ‘e tolu.
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‘Oku lautohi mai ‘ema fa‘ē
‘i he lea faka-Ha‘amoá .
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Pea ‘oku lautohi mai ‘ema tamai
‘i he lea faka-Tongá .
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‘Oku nofo ‘emau kuiˊ mo kimautolu.
Ko hono hingoa ko Siaosi.
Na‘e fa‘a nofo ‘i Tonga.
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‘Oku ‘ikai lea ‘Ingilisi lelei ‘a Siaosi,
pea mau lea faka-Tonga leva ki ai.
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‘Oku ou lea ‘Ingilisi, faka-Ha‘amoa, mo e faka-Tonga
ki hoku ngaahi kaume‘a ‘i ‘apiakó .
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Ko hoku tokoua ko Mosaˊ ‘oku ‘alu 
ki he kinitakāteni Tongaˊ.
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‘Oku manako ‘aupito ‘a Mosa
he ngaahi me‘a ‘oku nau fai ‘i aí .
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‘I he foki mai ‘a Mosa
mei he ‘ako kamata lea faka-Tongá ,
‘oku ne fakahā ki he‘ene kui´
‘a e ngaahi me‘a kuo ne ngaohí . 
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‘Oku malimali ‘ene kui ko Siaosí ,
pea ne pehē atu ‘i he lea faka-Tongá ,
“Sai ‘aupito, Mosa.
‘E lava ke u ai ‘eni
‘i he hōlisi ‘i hoku lokí ?”

‘Oku kamo mai ‘a Mosa
pea ne fā‘ofua ‘i he‘ene kuí .
“ ‘Io, Papa.”
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Pea ‘oku nau fakahā mai kiate au
‘i he‘eku a‘u atu ki ‘api mei he akó .
Pe au pehē atu, “Tōatu.”
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A Finger-painting 
for Grandpa



At home, we use three languages.
Some things are in English.
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Our mum talks to us in Sāmoan.
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Our dad talks to us in Tongan.

4

We have books in three languages.
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Mum reads to us in Sāmoan. 
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Dad reads to us in Tongan.
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Grandpa lives with us.
His name is Siaosi.
He used to live in Tonga.
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Grandpa Siaosi can’t speak English very well,
so we talk to him in Tongan.
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At school, I speak English, Sāmoan, and Tongan 
to my friends.
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My brother Mosa goes to a Tongan-language kindergarten.
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Mosa loves the things they do there.
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When Mosa comes home from kindergarten,
he shows Grandpa what he’s made.  
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Grandpa Siaosi smiles and says in Tongan,
“Well done, Mosa.
Can I put this one on my bedroom wall?”

Mosa nods his head
and gives Grandpa a big hug.
“Yes, Papa.”
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And they show it to me
when I get home from school.
“Cool,” I say.
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