
Out of Their Comfort Zones

Planning Template Sample - 

‘Ka Kite Bro’; ‘My First Ball’

Look over these initial notes made after reading and discussing Willie Davis’s ‘Ka Kite Bro’ and Witi Ihimaera’s ‘My First Ball’ about how characters are ‘out of their comfort zones.’










Planning Template  - Your Stories

Use this planning template to note down key details about how characters in stories you have read are ‘out of their comfort zones.’



WHY DOES THIS CHARACTER FEEL ‘OUT OF THEIR COMFORT ZONE’?


Tama feels put down, not understood by pakeha.


Feels frustrated – no opportunity to say goodbye his way.


Example: teacher’s response to Tama saying he wants to hongi Darryl: “you should keep your culture and your nose to yourself.”





HOW DOES THE CHARACTER DEAL WITH / RESPOND TO THE SITUATION?


Tama hongis Darryl at the funeral – finally feels as though he’s farewelled his mate properly.


Example: “all I wanted was to see you and say goodbye the only way I knew how.”





WHAT’S THE SITUATION FACING THIS CHARACTER?


Darryl [Tama’s best friend] has been killed. 


Tama needs to grieve and to say goodbye to his friend in a way that’s appropriate for him as a Maori. 








Tama in 


‘Ka Kite Bro’





WHY DOES THIS CHARACTER FEEL ‘OUT OF THEIR COMFORT ZONE’?


He doesn’t understand or feel comfortable with formal ball etiquette.


Tries to do the right thing at the ball but feels he doesn’t fit in to this formal occasion. Example: “I felt miserable.”


Feels embarrassed. Example: when the doorman mispronounces his name: “Mr Tutae Tockypocka.”








HOW DOES THE CHARACTER DEAL WITH / RESPOND TO THE SITUATION?


Meets Joyce who also isn’t enjoying the ball.


Tuta suggests they just should stop worrying and just dance and enjoy themselves.


Example: “These pakehas don’t know how to live.”





WHAT’S THE SITUATION FACING THIS CHARACTER?


Tuta has been invited to ball at Government House.











Tuta in 


‘My First Ball’





HOW DOES THE CHARACTER DEAL WITH / RESPOND TO THE SITUATION?
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Making connections





MAKE SOME CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE TWO STORIES ABOUT THE ‘COMFORT ZONES’ THEME:








Tama in 


‘Ka Kite Bro’





Tuta in 


‘My First Ball’
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MAKE SOME CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE TWO STORIES ABOUT THE ‘COMFORT ZONES’ THEME:











